The role of chemotherapy for skull base carcinomas and sarcomas.
The rarity of most primary skull base carcinomas and sarcomas has prevented a careful examination of the role of chemotherapy in these diseases. For advanced nasopharyngeal cancer, however, convincing data have now been generated supporting the role of systemic chemotherapy in conjunction with definitive locoregional treatment. Chemotherapy also seems to have a role in the management of other squamous cell head and neck cancers, and its use concurrently with radiation may be appropriate when extension to the base of the skull is identified. The role of chemotherapy in the management of the other skull base neoplasms remains less well established. Existing evidence is little more than anecdotal, and the use of systemic chemotherapy should generally be restricted to the palliative treatment setting. The ultimate role of this intervention in the aggressive sinonasal undifferentiated carcinomas and primary neuroendocrine carcinomas is unknown, but for these diseases, chemotherapy is a reasonable addition to locoregional treatment.